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MISSION
The Governor’s Commission on Caribbean Affairs advises the Governor and government 

agencies to expand their outreach and ensure greater access, to serve as a resource 
to increase the economic, educational, health, political, and social well-being of the 

Caribbean community of Maryland.

VISION
The Commission envisions an increasingly influential and empowered Caribbean 

community that proactively engages government and other civic institutions to enjoy 
increase opportunities and open more paths to progress.

Many Cultures. One Community. One Maryland
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MARTIN O’MALLEY
GoVeRnoR

StAte HouSe
100 StAte CIRCle

AnnApolIS, MARYlAnD 21401-1925
(410)974-3901

(toll FRee) 1-800-811-8336

ttY uSeRS CAll VIA MD RelAY

STATE OF MARYLAND
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

A MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR

Dear Friends:

I am pleased to join the staff and members of the Commission to present the Governor’s Commission on Caribbean 
Affairs 2013 Annual Report.  This report highlights some of the accomplishments made by the Commission over 
the past year.  The report also includes demographic information of the Caribbean community in Maryland.

Diversity is one of Maryland’s greatest strengths.  I believe it is important to recognize the growing Caribbean com-
munity in Maryland: Jamaica, Haiti, Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana, Barbados, Grenada, and all of the non-Hispanic 
islands and territories of the Caribbean region. 

Together we have had a very fulfilling year, and I look to this Commission to continue our work ahead in our increas-
ingly interconnected world. Maryland’s diversity allows us to be uniquely positioned to face the challenges ahead so 
that we will reap the benefits of tomorrow. 

I encourage you to read the annual report and contact our Commissioners or the Office of Community Initiatives. 
Together we will continue to support the vibrant growth of all of Maryland’s ethnic communities.

Sincerely,

Martin O’Malley
Governor
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The Governor’s Office of Community Initiatives (GOCI) coordinates community and volunteer activities statewide 
and advises the Governor on policies to enhance and improve community programs. This office coordinates 
outreach to ethnic communities across Maryland through the Commissions of GOCI which includes the Governor’s 
Commission on Caribbean Affairs. Aside from our Ethnic Commissions, the other outreach units within GOCI 
include the Governor’s Office on Service and Volunteerism, Volunteer Maryland and community outreach in co-
operation with the Governor’s Intergovernmental Affairs Office which all serve the Executive Branch of Maryland 
government. 

In 2008, Governor Martin O’Malley signed into law HB782, which received unanimous support in the Maryland 
House of Delegates and the Maryland State Senate. This action codified the Governor’s Office of Community 
Initiatives, making the Ethnic Commissions an integral part of the Governor’s Office. Doing so demonstrates the 
importance of all of our Commissions, while making the resources and activities of the Governor’s Office avail-
able to all. 

We began the process of expanding representation and leadership within the Administration to other important 
ethnic communities in our state, after the 2010 Census illustrated a growth within these populations. We are 
pleased to have made history by signing the Executive Order creating the Governor’s Commission on Caribbean 
Affairs, the first of its kind in the nation, comprised of key leaders from the fields of business, healthcare, educa-
tion, government and community advocacy groups. Under the leadership of Commission Chair Ambassador Curtis 
Ward of Jamaica, this talented and experienced group of professionals will provide guidance to help better serve 
this community. We look to them as dependable advisors to the Governor and state agencies. 

This report is reflective of this historic moment of creating and forming the Commission on Caribbean Affairs. 
We welcome their enthusiasm and commitment to serve and we look forward to working with you to ensure the 
Caribbean community of Maryland continues to prosper in our great state.

Israel C. “Izzy” Patoka
Executive Director
Governor’s Office of Community Initiatives

A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE 
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF COMMUNITY INITIATIVES
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Dear Friends,
We are pleased to share with you the 2013 Annual Report of the Governor’s Commission on Caribbean Affairs.  
This Report highlights the scope of the Commission’s activities during the year. 
 
In only our second year of existence, we have begun to make steady progress in fulfilling a number of the 
objectives for which we were established. We have engaged in a number of activities which helped inform the 
Caribbean community of the many services offered by the state and ways that they may access these services. 

One of the highlights of our activities during the year was the staging of the Caribbean Market Place on Health 
and Well-being, 2013.  We have also begun creating a database of Caribbean businesses and professionals in 
the state with a view to helping them access state resources that will help grow their businesses.  In addition, 
through our Caribbean-focused international outreach program, we have used a number of forums to promote 
the state as a place for businesses in the Caribbean and governments of the region to develop relationships.   
We have also begun the process of establishing relationships which we expect to bring value to the educational 
and social advancement of the Maryland Caribbean youth population.  Our first Caribbean Legislative Night in 
Annapolis proved successful as it afforded us the opportunity to react with the Governor and a number of state 
legislators.

The Commission’s objectives are very clear and especially important for many community stakeholders. 
Maryland state government leaders will look to us for advise on many issues regarding our community; our 
Governor and Lt. Governor will look to us for representation and outreach into our community; our community’s 
leadership networks will look to us for closer access to our state leaders and government agencies; but most 
importantly, our community will look to us to be both representative and advocate for its concerns and needs.  
  
On behalf of our entire Commission on Caribbean Affairs, I want to thank Governor Martin O’Malley, Lieuten-
ant Governor Anthony Brown, the entire Administration, the Governor’s Office of Community Initiatives, and 
Delegates Shirley Nathan-Pulliam and Aisha Braveboy for their constant support and shared vision, which help 
facilitate our ability to expand opportunity and help protect Maryland’s Caribbean working families.

Sincerely,
Ambassador Curtis Ward 
Commission Chair

A MESSAGE FROM THE COMMISSION CHAIR 

3



4



Governor’s Commission on Caribbean Affairs 

COMMISSIONERS

Ambassador Curtis Ward, Chair (Jamaica, Montgomery County)
• Former Ambassador of Jamaica to the United Nations (Security Council), 
• Adjunct Professor, University of the District of Columbia; and former Adjunct Professorial   
 Lecturer, George Washington University/Elliott School of International Affairs;
• CEO, Curtis Ward & Associates
 Chairman, Caribbean Research & Policy Center

Donald Bridgeman, Vice Chair (Grenada, Prince George’s County)
• Former Director, Human Resources Management, Prince George’s County Government
• Past Executive Director, Access Housing, Inc., Washington, DC

Dr. Joseph Baptiste, (Haiti, Howard County)
• Colonel USAR Ret.
• President JB Dental Implant Center
• Chairman/Founder National Organization For the Advancement of Haitians (NOAH)

Gabriel Christian. Esq. (Dominica, Prince George’s County)
• Trial Lawyer with Gabriel J. Christian and Associates, LLC
• Founder of Renewable Energy Alliance (now Sustainable Star, LLC)
• President of the Dominica Association of Washington DC, 1992-1998

Dr. Karen Francis (Jamaica, Montgomery County)
• Senior Researcher, American Institutes for Research (AIR) (2005- present)
• Ph.D., Howard University, Sociology, Concentration: Medical Sociology
• American Sociological Association (2006 – present)

Neil Mattei (Trinidad and Tobago, Baltimore County)
• Radio Host, WEAA, Morgan State Radio
• Co-Founder of the Trinidad and Tobago Association of Baltimore
• Advisory Board Member of DC Carnival Association and Caribbean Association of Baltimore

Shanta Ramson, Esq. (Guyana, Montgomery County)
• Partner, Law Offices of Ramson & Associates/Ramson & Asher, LLC
• Board Member, Caribbean Research and Policy Center

Dr. Ludmilla Wikkeling – Scott (Suriname, Prince George’s County)
• President, Public Health Alumni Chapter, Morgan State University
• CEO, The Bryant Group, LLC
• Project Coordinator, Suriname Telehealth Exchange Platform

Suzanne Matthews Williams (Guyana , Prince George’s County)
• Program Manager, Recreational Therapist with United Medical Center
• Board Member-2010-2013: Caribbean American Intercultural Organization
• Artist Director- 1997-present:, La Musicale DanceWorks
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While the inaugural year of the Commission was focused on organization and foundation, this year 
was about further developing the Commission’s mission and adding signature events that would ad-
dress the Caribbean community’s needs in Maryland.  In 2013, the Commission accomplished two 
major events: a legislative night in January and a health fair in July.

The Caribbean Commission hosted its first legislative night in January, which provided an opportunity 
for the commissioners and members of the Caribbean community to converse with legislators.  This 
event was a first step towards opening up channels of communication and educating legislators on 
the important issues facing the Caribbean diaspora in Maryland.

In addition, the Caribbean Commission created the first Caribbean Market Place on Health and Well-
Being.  This event addressed the important need of health care and education in the community, 
informing the attendees on different State, county, and community resources, and how to access the 
benefits of the Affordable Care Act.  Representatives of the Maryland Health Connection provided 
information for signing up during open enrollment for Maryland Health Benefit Exchange.

The Commission was also active in supporting and participating in community-led initiatives such as 
the Prince George’s County Multicultural Red Dress Ball and the One Caribbean Carnival.  Highlight-
ing these events that bring together the Caribbean community not only raises the profile of the Com-
mission, but recognizes and values the important work that community organizations accomplish.

With support from Governor O’Malley and Lt. Governor Anthony Brown, the Caribbean Commission look 
forward to carrying out the work started this year into 2014.  The Commission will continue to hold 
quarterly Commission meetings to gain further important information, and to find connections that will 
prove valuable to the Caribbean community.  In addition, the Commission looks forward to furthering 
its work into areas such as business development and educational opportunities for the Caribbean 
community.  The Commission remains committed to improving the lives of Caribbean community in the 
State of Maryland and looks forward to the work ahead.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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Caribbean and African Joint Legislative Night

The Governor’s Commission on Caribbean Affairs hosted their inaugural Legislative Night in Annapolis 
at the Maryland House of Delegates building. The Legislative Night brought over 75 guests together 
to learn more about the 2013 Legislative Agenda.  Commissioners from the African Commission were 
also in attendance .

As an effort to engage the Caribbean community in Maryland’s legislative affairs, the Commission’s 
inaugural event focused on key legislative items. 

• Maryland Firearm Safety Act of 2013

 This legislation focused on the banning on military-style assault weapons, a limit on the 
 capacity of a magazine from 20 to 10 rounds and requires licensing, fingerprinting and safety   
 training to purchase a handgun.

•  Enhanced School Security 

 The bill proposed $24 million of school construction dollars to school security enhancements.   
 Initiatives included cameras at entrances, automatic locking doors, shatter-proof glass and   
 buzzer entrance systems. 

•  Death Penalty Repeal 

 In 2008, the Maryland Commission on Capital Punishment, led by former United States Attorney   
 General Benjamin Civiletti, found that for every 8.7 Americans sent to death row, there has   
 been one innocent person exonerated. It was near unanimous in reporting that “the 
 administration of the death penalty clearly shows racial bias.” This proposal would end this 
 inefficient procedure, preserve the option of life without parole for the most serious offenders,   
 and appropriate the savings to aid survivors of homicide victims.

•  Public-Private Partnership

 This legislation will make the public-  
 private partnership (P3) process in our  
 state more predictable, streamlined,  
 transparent, and attractive to private  
 investment while ensuring strong   
 workforce protections and maintain  
 ing control of State assets. Initial   
 estimates have found that    
 additional P3s could con   
 tribute between six percent and ten   
 percent of Maryland’s $3.1 billion   
 annual capital budget while creating  
 as many as 4,000 jobs.
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In keeping with the Commission’s strategic plan to create opportunities that engage members of the Mary-
land Caribbean community in health education, the first Caribbean Market Place on Health & Well-Being 
- Navigating Health Care, Nutrition, and Quality of Life was held on Saturday July 27, 2013, at Montgomery 
College, Health Sciences Center in Silver Spring.    Members of the Caribbean community, health care 
practitioners, and providers, and health-related representatives of the state, and NGOs  came together to 
share information, provide resources and talk about how to make a positive impact on the overall health 
and well-being of the Caribbean Community.  The event was free to the public.  The Commission was 
pleased to have the support of the Governor’s Office on Community Initiatives (GOCI) and Montgomery Col-
lege to plan and host the event.

The Caribbean Market Place on Health & Well-Being engaged Maryland’s Caribbean Community in activi-
ties to: 

 •  Facilitate outreach and engagement with the Governor’s Commission on Caribbean Affairs and its  
  focus on health and well-being

 •  Identify  the health and well-being needs of the Caribbean Community in Maryland

 •  Promote increased access to information and resources that facilitate health and well-being

 •  Highlight community –based programs, services and practices that promote the health and 
  well-being of the Caribbean Community.

To kick-off the event, Ambassador Curtis Ward, Chair, Governor’s Commission on Caribbean Affairs, 
provided opening remarks.  Dr. Carlessia A. Hussein, Director, Minority Health and Health Disparities 
Department of Health & Mental Hygiene conducted a plenary session focused on Health Equity, disparities 
related developments and policy decisions at both the state and national level impacting the Caribbean 
community in Maryland.  A number of workshops referred to as “Come Let Us Talk sessions” were led by 
health care providers.  These sessions were led by an expert in the discussions providing relevant infor-
mation, tips, tools, resources, and materials on a number of health and well-being related topics  such as  
nutrition, stress management, mental health, child development and health, men and women’s health and 
well-being,  substance abuse HIV/AIDS,  and elderly care. Representatives from the Maryland Health Con-
nection provided information about connecting to health coverage in Maryland and were also available to 
answer questions from the community about the roll-out of the Maryland Health Benefit Exchange. 

The event also featured a market place  where a number of resource/information  stalls operated by 
health professionals and health  education organizations doing blood pressure checks, general dental 
consultations, stress and depression screenings.   The American Association of Retired Persons, American 
Diabetes Association, the African American Health Program of Montgomery County,  and several other 
health care associations providing information and materials on prevention, points of access  for services 
and resources to promote the well-being of our Caribbean community members. Participants were pro-
vided with resources and useful health related information packets provided by the Maryland’s Office of 
Minority Health and Health Disparities, Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene and the Office 
of Minority Health, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

Caribbean Market Place on Health and Well-Being
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 Health, Human Security, and Community Development Committee

Chair: Dr. Karen Francis 

Vice Chair: Dr. Ludmilla Wikkeling-Scott

The committee will address issues related to health, well-being, and human security 
impacting the Caribbean community in the State of Maryland, including:

•  Identifying strategies to affect wellness through access to preventative and 
 follow-up health care

•  Developing strategies to effectively address health and behavioral health care 
 disparities

•  Ensuring awareness of issues affecting human security and access to resources 
 accordingly

•  Addressing issues affecting the quality of life, including issues related to the 
 housing crisis

 •  Working to highlight opportunities to affect positively on community 
 development, civic responsibility, advocacy, and engagement

•  Working closely and in collaboration with Caribbean and other organizations in 
 the State of Maryland in developing and effecting policies and programs relevant to the community

 •  Promoting collaboration between healthcare providers and institutions in 
 the State of Maryland with their counterparts in the Caribbean, and developing 
 programs of mutual benefit to the State and the Caribbean

Education, Youth, & Workforce Development Committee

Chair: Gabriel Christian, Esq.  

Vice Chair: Suzanne Williams Matthews

The Committee will focus on issues that address the educational needs of the Caribbean 
community in Maryland (K-12 and post-high school education), including:

•  Developing programs to inform and assist members of the Caribbean Community, ensuring their 
 access to educational opportunities at state and private institutions at all levels; 

•  Addressing special needs of new immigrants, in particular K-12 immigrant students, including: 
 developing awareness programs, addressing cultural adjustment issues, and facilitating their access  
 to appropriate educational resources and institutions

•  Developing awareness and assistance programs as appropriate to assist Caribbean international   
 students to help them understand the intricacies of U.S. immigration laws and their effect on  
 student  life in Maryland, including engaging Caribbean student bodies on the campuses of 
 institutions of higher learning in the State of Maryland 

•  Promoting and facilitating positive educational outcomes for members of the Caribbean community

12
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•      Addressing issues specific to the development of the Caribbean youth cohortin collaboration with state  
 and local governments

•  Workforce development, including access to training and other resources at the post-high school level

•  Working closely with Caribbean and other organizations in the State of Maryland in developing and  
 effecting policies and programs relevant to the community

International Outreach, Scientific Exchange, & Trade 
Development Committee

Chair: Dr. Joseph Baptiste
 
Vice Chair: Donald Bridgeman 

 The Committee, in collaboration with the relevant Maryland State and Caribbean officials, will focus on 
 developing and effecting programs which:

•  Promote international outreach by the State of Maryland and local governments in the State of 
 Maryland with Caribbean countries to develop programs of mutual benefit to the State of Maryland  
 and the countries of the Caribbean

•  Promote two-way trading relationships between the State of Maryland and the countries of the 
 Caribbean

•  Promote tourism travel between the State of Maryland and countries of the Caribbean, including 
 promoting Maryland as a destination for Caribbean visitors to the United States, and vice versa

•  Promote scientific exchanges and research between relevant Maryland state government, educational  
 institutions, public and private institutions, and programs and their counterparts in the Caribbean

•  Encourage members of the Caribbean business and professional communities in the State of 
 Maryland to share their knowledge and expertise with the countries of the Caribbean

Business and Entrepreneurial Development Committee

Chair: Donald Bridgeman 

Vice Chair: Shanta Ramson, Esq. 

The Committee in collaboration with the relevant Maryland State officials will focus on 
developing and effecting programs which:

•  Promote opportunities for Caribbean businesses in Maryland, including access to and opportunities  
 for state and local procurement

•  Promote awareness of and access to state, county, and municipal business development programs  
 and resources

•  Promote organization of the Caribbean business and professional communities as an entity for 
 promoting business and professional development and linkages, and for networking with other 
 Caribbean and non-Caribbean businesses in the State of Maryland

13
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•  Promote Caribbean entrepreneurship and access to business start-up and support programs,    
 including access to public and private financing

•   Work closely and in collaboration with Maryland state and local business development 
 departments and entities in raising awareness of their programs in the Caribbean business    
 community

•  Promote linkages between Caribbean businesses in Maryland with businesses in the 
 Caribbean, including trade linkages and sharing of technology

Culture, Sports, & Human Development Committee

Chair: Suzanne Williams Matthews
 
Vice Chair: Neil Mattei*

The Committee will focus on issues that address areas of culture, sports and recreation, and other 
areas which promote human development and ensure propagation of Caribbean 
heritage in the State of Maryland, including support for programs which:

•  Promote Caribbean culture as a part of the cultural mosaic within the State of Maryland, through 
 collaboration with Caribbean national, ethnic, and cultural groups

•  Promote development of sporting activities among Caribbean youth and adult communities

•  Promote cultural and sporting exchanges between the sporting and cultural communities of the 
 Caribbean and the State of Maryland

•  Promote development of sporting and cultural talent within the Caribbean community in the State

•  Provide support for showcasing Caribbean culture in the State of Maryland

*Commissioner Neil Mattei was also appointed by the Chair of the Commission to serve as Director of Communications. 
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• Total Caribbean population in Maryland (56, 820) 65,418

• Largest group with the Caribbean community of Maryland are Jamaicans (21,813)

• Largest concentration of Jamaicans: Prince Georges County (8,500) Baltimore County (4,164) 
 Montgomery County (3,700)

• Second largest group in the Caribbean community of Maryland are native to Trinidad and Tobago (10, 985)

• Largest concentration of Trinidadians and Tobagonians: Prince George’s County (3751) Baltimore City (2,038)
 Baltimore County (1,949)

• Third largest group in the Caribbean community of Maryland are native to Barbados (1,394)

• Largest concentration of Barbadians: Prince Georges County (334) Montgomery County (250) Baltimore County (222)

• Caribbean countries represented in Maryland population include: Bahamas, Barbados, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican   
 Republic, Grenada, Haiti, Jamaica, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago and the West Indies
 

Source: 2008-2010 American Community Survey (3-year)

Demographic Snapshot of the Caribbean Population of Maryland
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Caribbean Countries 
Represented in Maryland 

Population Include:

Bahamas 

Barbados

Cuba

Dominica

Dominican Republic

Grenada

Haiti

Jamaica

St. Vincent and the Grenadines

Trinidad and Tobago

West Indies



 

Caribbean Population of Maryland
Largest group with the Caribbean community of 
Maryland are Jamaicans 21,813

Second largest group in the Caribbean community of 
Maryland are native to Trinidad and Tobago 10, 985

Third largest group in the Caribbean community of 
Maryland are native to Barbados 1,394

Caribbean countries represented in Maryland population include: Bahamas, Barbados, Cuba, 
Dominica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Haiti, Jamaica, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, 
Trinidad and Tobago and the West Indies

 

Concentration of Populations 

  Largest concentration of Jamaicans: Prince Georges County 8,500

Baltimore County (4,164) 

Montgomery County (3,700)

  
Largest concentration of Trinidadians and Tobagonians: Prince George’s County (3751) 

Baltimore City (2,038)

Baltimore County (1,949)

  Largest concentration of Barbadians: Prince Georges County (334)

Montgomery County (250)

Baltimore County (222)
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Executive Order Creating the Governor’s Commission on Caribbean Affairs

EXECUTIVE ORDER
01.01.2012.____

Governor’s Commission on Caribbean Affairs

WHEREAS,   The State of Maryland has a growing Caribbean population, and the
   State has an interest in helping to maximize the potential of its
   constituent citizenry;

WHEREAS,   There is a need to continue to expand outreach that will engage
   individuals and organizations in the Caribbean community in
   partnerships with State government in promoting their social,
   cultural, and business interests, with a particular focus on
   community development;

WHEREAS,   Issues affecting the Caribbean community, including economic,
   workforce, and business development, require the attention of
   multiple agencies across State government;
 
WHEREAS,   The contributions of the growing Caribbean community to the
   State of Maryland have been numerous, and the Caribbean
   community has been a valuable asset to the State;

WHEREAS,   Education, civic participation, and leadership opportunities
   continue to be highly important issues to the growing Caribbean
   community in the State of Maryland;

WHEREAS,   There is a need for increased public awareness and public
   education on issues that are important to the Caribbean community
   in the State of Maryland;

WHEREAS,   This Administration has determined that issues related to the
   Caribbean community are best addressed at the highest level of the
   Executive Branch; and

WHEREAS,   The Administration wants to emphasize its commitment to the
   Caribbean people of Maryland by creating the Commission,
   housing the Commission in the Governor’s Office of
   Community Initiatives, and focusing the Commission on issues
   related to community development.

 NOW, THEREFORE,  I, MARTIN O’MALLEY, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF
    MARYLAND, BY VIRTUE OF THE AUTHORITY VESTED
    IN ME BY THE CONSTITUTION AND LAWS OF
    MARYLAND, PROCLAIM THE FOLLOWING
    EXECUTIVE ORDER, EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY:

    A. There is a Governor’s Commission on Caribbean Affairs in
    the Governor’s Office of Community Initiatives as described in
    Executive Order 01.01.2007.25.

    B. The Commission shall consist of the following members:

    (1)  Nine members appointed by the
     Governor. The members appointed by the Governor shall reflect the diverse ancestry and   
     national  origins of the Caribbean community of Maryland, shall provide representation from   
     different  geographic regions in the State, and may also include experts on issues important 
to      the State’s Caribbean population.

     (2)  Appointed members shall serve at the pleasure of
     the Governor for up to two consecutive four-year terms.
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 (3)  The Governor shall designate a Chairperson from
  among the members of the Commission. The Chairperson shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor. The Chairperson   
  shall be responsible for creating subcommittees to carry out the functions of the Commission.

 (4)  In the event of a vacancy on the Commission, the Governor shall appoint a successor.

C. Procedures.

 (1)  The Commission shall meet at the call of the
  Chairperson at least four times each year. Notice of meetings shall be published to encourage public attendance.

 (2)  A majority of Commission members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of any business.

 (3)  The Commission may adopt such other procedures and by-laws as may be necessary to ensure the orderly 
  transaction of business.

 (4)  By June 30 of each year, the Commission shall submit an annual report to the Governor detailing its activities in the   
  preceding calendar year, along with any appropriate recommendations.

D. Expenses. 

 Members of the Commission may not receive any compensation for their services but may be reimbursed for reasonable expenses   
 incurred in the performance of their duties in accordance with the Standard State Travel Regulations and as provided in the State   
 budget.

E. Operational Support. 

 The Governor’s Office of Community Initiatives shall provide support as needed to the Commission.

F. Duties. 
 The Commission shall have the following duties and responsibilities:

(1)  Serve as an advisory body to the Governor and agencies within the Executive Department on matters relating to the Caribbean   
 population of Maryland, including matters relating to economic, workforce, and business development;

(2)  Identify needs or problems affecting the Caribbean population and develop appropriate responses and strategies;

(3)  Conduct outreach to Caribbean groups and communities in the State and communicate information to them concerning public and  
 private programs that are beneficial to their interests;

(4)  Review and comment on any proposed federal, State, or local legislation, regulations, policies, or programs that affect the Carib  
 bean population of Maryland;

(5)  Generally comment and make appropriate recommendations on matters affecting the health, safety, and welfare of the Caribbean  
 population of Maryland; and

(6)  Perform any other duties that may be requested by the Governor.

GIVEN  Under My Hand and the Great Seal of the State of
Maryland, in the City of Annapolis this 6th  Day of June, 2012.

_______________________________
Martin O’Malley
Governor

_______________________________
Anthony Brown
Lieutenant Governor

ATTEST:

________________________________
John McDonough
Secretary of State
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Governor’s Commission on 
Caribbean Affairs

301 W. Preston Street, Suite 1500
Baltimore, MD 21201
410-767-7425 (Phone)
410-333-7542 (Fax)

1-800-735-2258 (Maryland Relay)
www.caribbean.maryland.gov (Website)

Martin O’Malley, Governor
Anthony G. Brown, Lt. Governor

Israel C. “Izzy” Patoka, Executive Director, 
Governor’s Office of Community Initiatives 

Jonathan Jayes-Green, Administrative Director


